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Flint/Saginaw Association of Black Journalists voices concern about 

coverage of black candidates by MLive.com and The Flint Journal  
 

Organization says the use of mug shots and content of stories on the past arrests of black, male 
candidates is troubling 

 
JANUARY 3, 2020 -- FLINT, Mich. -- Flint/Saginaw Association of Black Journalists (FSABJ) is 
concerned about the fairness of three stories published on MLive.com-The Flint Journal regarding arrests 
and convictions of candidates for Michigan State House of Representatives District 34. 
 
FSABJ acknowledges the necessity for news organizations to report on the backgrounds of candidates in 
an election, especially when their history includes arrests or convictions for serious crimes. 
 
However, such stories should be fair. News outlets should publish contemporary photos of the candidates 
instead of or alongside their mug shots, particularly when the arrests occurred years ago. And candidates 
should be given a reasonable amount of time to comment for any story.  
 
FSABJ president Ebony Stith talked with John Counts, Newsroom Leader at Mlive.com/Flint Journal 
today and delivered suggestions on how to better report on such information in the future. During the 
conversation, Counts noted that the organization had erred in publishing the mug shots; they have 
removed those photos and used different images. 
 
Our concerns arose from seeing three stories, all focused on African American males, emphasizing past 
arrests. The style of the articles gave the impression the arrests may have happened recently, but one 
occurred in 2001 and the most recent was in July 2019. We suggested future reports should include 
comments from voters and context on the candidates’ lives and achievements since their arrests. 
 
“Newsrooms have a moral responsibility to report accurately using ethical standards and reporting fairly 
without bias,” said Ebony Stith, President of FSABJ. “I am glad I was able to talk with Flint Journal’s news 
leadership to open the dialogue on how we can better serve the Flint and Saginaw community in reporting 
stories that matter.” 
 
According to the Ethical Journalism Network, one of the ‘Five Core Principles of Journalism’ says, 
“Journalists should do no harm. What we publish or broadcast may be hurtful, but we should be aware of 
the impact of our words and images on the lives of others.” 
 
FSABJ does not endorse any of the candidates. We do support fair reporting in the Flint and Saginaw 
area, and we challenge newsrooms to be unbiased and tell all sides of the story. 
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