ORDINANCE NO.

An Ordinance to amend the Flint City Code of Ordinances by amending Chapter 24, Housing.
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF FLINT:

Sec. 1. An Ordinance to amend the Flint City Code of Ordinances by amending
Chapter 24, Housing, by adding Article IV. Fair Chance Access to Rental Housing, Sections
24-114 to 24-127, which shall read in its entirety as follows:

§24-114 PURPOSE.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS ARTICLE IS TO ENHANCE THE HEALTH, SAFETY
AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE PUBLIC BY ENSURING CITIZENS WITH
ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORDS HAVE A FAIR OPPORTUNITY TO SECURE
HOUSING BY REGULATING THE USE OF CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS AS
PART OF THE TENANT SCREENING PROCESS, THEREBY FACILITATING RE-
INTEGRATION INTO SOCIETY, REDUCING RECIDIVISM AND ITS ASSOCIATED
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SOCIETAL COSTS. BARRIERS TO OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PEOPLE WITH ARREST OR CONVICTION RECORDS INCREASE RECIDIVISM AND
JEOPARDIZE THE SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC, DISRUPT THE FINANCIAL AND
OVERALL STABILITY OF AFFECTED FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES, AND

IMPEDE THE CITY FROM ACHIEVING ITS MAXIMUM POTENTIAL OF
ECONOMIC GROWTH.

§24-115 SCOPE.

(A) THIS ARTICLE DOES NOT INTEND, AND SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED, TO
REQUIRE A HOUSING PROVIDER TO GIVE PREFERENCE TO ANYONE OR
TO RENT TO AN UNQUALIFIED TENANT WITH AN ARREST OR
CONVICTION RECORD. MOREOVER, THIS ARTICLE SHALL NOT BE
CONSTRUED TO LIMIT A HOUSING PROVIDER'S ABILITY TO CHOOSE
THE MOST QUALIFIED AND APPROPRIATE CANDIDATE FROM
APPLICANTS FOR HOUSING.

(B) THIS ARTICLE DOES NOT INTEND, AND SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED, TO
CREATE OR IMPOSE A DUTY, OR TO CREATE A PRIVATE CAUSE OF
ACTION AGAINST THE CITY, ITS ELECTED OFFICIALS, APPOINTEES,
OFFICERS, AGENTS, OR EMPLOYEES.

§24-116 DEFINITIONS.

FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE, THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND

PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANING RESPECTIVELY ASCRIBED TO THEM BY
THIS SECTION:



ADMINISTERING AGENCY MEANS THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSPERSON.

ADVERSE ACTION MEANS TO EVICT AN INDIVIDUAL, FAIL OR REFUSE TO
RENT OR LEASE REAL PROPERTY TO AN INDIVIDUAL, FAIL OR REFUSE TO
CONTINUE TO RENT OR LEASE REAL PROPERTY TO AN INDIVIDUAL, FAIL OR
REFUSE TO ADD A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER TO AN EXISTING LEASE, OR TO
REDUCE ANY TENANT SUBSIDY. THE ADVERSE ACTION MUST RELATE TO
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF FLINT.

APPLICANT MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL APPLYING TO RENT OR LEASE
ELIGIBLE HOUSING. IT ALSO INCLUDES AN INDIVIDUAL APPLYING TO BE
ADDED TO AN EXISTING LEASE FOR ELIGIBLE HOUSING.

ARREST MEANS A RECORD FROM ANY JURISDICTION THAT DOES NOT
RESULT IN A CONVICTION AND INCLUDES INFORMATION INDICATING THAT A
PERSON HAS BEEN QUESTIONED, APPREHENDED, TAKEN INTO CUSTODY OR
DETAINED, OR HELD FOR INVESTIGATION BY A LAW ENFORCEMENT, POLICE
OR A PROSECUTORIAL AGENCY, OR CHARGED WITH, INDICTED, OR TRIED
AND ACQUITTED FOR ANY FELONY, MISDEMEANOR, OR OTHER CRIMINAL
OFFENSE. ARREST IS A TERM THAT IS SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FROM, AND

THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE, UNRESOLVED ARREST AS DEFINED IN THIS
SECTION.

BACKGROUND CHECK REPORT MEANS ANY CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT
ACCESSIBLE THROUGH THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE INTERNET CRIMINAL
HISTORY ACCESS TOOL (I-CHAT), COURTS, OR BY ANY CONSUMER
REPORTING, OR TENANT SCREENING, AGENCY OR BUSINESS.

CONVICTION MEANS A RECORD FROM ANY JURISDICTION, WHICH
INCLUDES INFORMATION INDICATING THAT A PERSON HAS BEEN CONVICTED
OF A FELONY OR MISDEMEANOR, PROVIDED, THAT THE CONVICTION IS ONE
FOR WHICH THE PERSON HAS BEEN PLACED ON PROBATION, FINED,
IMPRISONED OR PAROLED. THOSE MATTERS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION 24-118,
WHICH A HOUSING PROVIDER MAY NOT MAKE AN INQUIRY AND WHICH THEY

MAY NOT BASE AN ADVERSE ACTION, ARE NOT CONSIDERED CONVICTIONS
FOR PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE.

CONVICTION HISTORY MEANS INFORMATION REGARDING ONE OR
MORE CONVICTIONS OR UNRESOLVED ARRESTS, TRANSMITTED ORALLY OR
IN WRITING OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS, AND OBTAINED FROM ANY SOURCE,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE INDIVIDUAL TO WHOM THE
INFORMATION PERTAINS OR A BACKGROUND CHECK REPORT.

DIRECTLY RELATED CONVICTION MEANS THAT THE CONDUCT FOR
WHICH THE PERSON WAS CONVICTED OR THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF AN
UNRESOLVED ARREST THAT HAS A DIRECT AND SPECIFIC NEGATIVE
BEARING ON THE HEALTH, SAFETY, OR RIGHT TO PEACEFUL ENJOYMENT OF
THE PREMISES BY PERSONS AND INCLUDES ONE OR MORE OF THE OFFENSES
LISTED IN SECTION 24-119(B) OF THIS CODE. IN DETERMINING WHETHER THE



CONVICTION OR UNRESOLVED ARREST 1S DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE
HOUSING, THE HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL CONSIDER WHETHER THE
HOUSING OFFERS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SAME OR SIMILAR OFFENSE
TO OCCUR, WHETHER CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO THE CONDUCT FOR
WHICH THE PERSON WAS CONVICTED WILL RECUR IN THE HOUSING, AND
WHETHER SUPPORTIVE SERVICES THAT MIGHT REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF
A RECURRENCE OF SUCH CONDUCT ARE AVAILABLE ON-SITE. THOSE
MATTERS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION 24-118(A)2) OF THIS CODE, WHICH A
HOUSING PROVIDER MAY NOT MAKE AN INQUIRY AND WHICH THEY MAY NOT

BASE AN ADVERSE ACTION, MAY NOT QUALIFY AS A DIRECTLY RELATED
CONVICTIONS.

DWELLING OR DWELLING UNITMEANS A SINGLE UNIT PROVIDING
COMPLETE, INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITIES OCCUPIED, OR INTENDED TO
BE OCCUPIED, IN WHOLE OR IN PART BY ONE OR MORE PERSONS, INCLUDING

PERMANENT SPACE AND PROVISIONS FOR LIVING, COOKING, EATING,
SANITATION, AND SLEEPING.

ELIGIBLE HOUSING MEANS ANY RENTAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF
FLINT AVAILABLE FOR RENT OR LEASE WHERE A SINGLE STRUCTURE
CONTAINS MORE THAN FOUR DWELLING UNITS OR MORE THAN FOUR
RENTAL PROPERTIES ARE OWNED BY THE SAME PERSON.

ENFORCING AGENCY MEANS THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.

EVIDENCE OF REHABILITATION OR OTHER MITIGATING FACTORS MEANS,
BUT SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO, A PERSON'S SATISFACTORY COMPLIANCE
WITH ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF PAROLE OR PROBATION, EXCEPT
INABILITY TO PAY FINES, FEES, AND RESTITUTION DUE TO INDIGENCE SHALL
NOT BE CONSIDERED NONCOMPLIANCE WITH TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF
PAROLE OR PROBATION OR BOTH; EMPLOYER RECOMMENDATIONS,
ESPECIALLY CONCERNING A PERSON'S POST-CONVICTION EMPLOYMENT;
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OR VOCATIONAL OR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
SINCE THE CONVICTION, INCLUDING TRAINING RECEIVED WHILE
INCARCERATED; COMPLETION OR ACTIVE  PARTICIPATION IN
REHABILITATIVE TREATMENT, FOR EXAMPLE, ALCOHOL OR DRUG
TREATMENT; LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS, COUNSELORS OR CASE MANAGERS, TEACHERS,
COMMUNITY LEADERS OR PROBATION OR PAROLE OFFICERS WHO HAVE
OBSERVED THE APPLICANT SINCE HIS OR HER CONVICTION(S); AND THE AGE
OF THE PERSON AT THE TIME OF THE CONVICTION. SUCCESSFUL
COMPLETION OF PAROLE, PROBATION, MANDATORY SUPERVISION, OR POST-
RELEASE COMMUNITY SUPERVISION SHALL CREATE A PRESUMPTION OF
REHABILITATION. EXAMPLES OF MITIGATING FACTORS THAT ARE OFFERED
VOLUNTARILY BY THE PERSON MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO,
EXPLANATION OF THE PRECEDENT COERCIVE CONDITIONS, INTIMATE
PHYSICAL OR EMOTIONAL ABUSE, OR UNTREATED SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR
MENTAL ILLNESS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE CONVICTION.



HOUSING PROVIDER MEANS ANY ENTITY THAT OWNS, MASTER LEASES,
MANAGES, OR RENTS ELIGIBLE HOUSING IN THE CITY OF FLINT. ANY AGENT,
SUCH AS A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY, WHICH MAKES TENANCY
DECISIONS ON BEHALF OF THE AFOREMENTIONED ENTITIES, SHALL ALSO BE
CONSIDERED A HOUSING PROVIDER.

INQUIRE MEANS ANY DIRECT OR INDIRECT CONDUCT INTENDED TO
GATHER INFORMATION FROM OR ABOUT AN APPLICANT, OR A POTENTIAL
APPLICANT OR CANDIDATE, USING ANY MODE OF COMMUNICATION,

INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, APPLICATION FORMS, INTERVIEWS, AND
BACKGROUND CHECK REPORTS.

PERSON MEANS ANY INDIVIDUAL, PARTNERSHIP, FIRM, COMPANY,
CORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP, LIMITED-LIABILITY
COMPANY, JOINT VENTURE, ESTATE, TRUST, OR ANY OTHER LEGAL ENTITY.

RENTAL PROPERTY MEANS A NON-OWNER-OCCUPIED DWELLING UNIT
OR UNITS THAT:

(1) IS OR ARE LET, OR OCCUPIED, BY PERSONS, INCLUDING A FAMILY
MEMBER OF THE OWNER, PURSUANT TO
AN ORAL OR WRITTEN RENTAL CONTRACT, OR LEASE, OR OTHER
ORAL OR WRITTEN AGREEMENT OR UNDERSTANDING FOR
OCCUPATION, WITH OR WITHOUT, MONETARY COMPENSATION; OR

(2) WILL BE OFFERED FOR OCCUPANCY UNDER AN ORAL OR WRITTEN
RENTAL CONTRACT OR LEASE, OR OTHER ORAL OR WRITTEN
AGREEMENT OR UNDERSTANDING FOR OCCUPATION, WITH OR
WITHOUT, MONETARY COMPENSATION TO ANY PERSON; OR

(3) IS OR ARE CONTAINED WITHIN A BUILDING WITH TWO OR MORE
DWELLING UNITS THAT ARE NOT OCCUPIED BY THE OWNER; OR

(4) HAS OR HAVE BEEN ADVERTISED TO THE PUBLIC OR PREVIOUSLY
REGISTERED WITH THE CITY AS RENTAL PROPERTY.

UNRESOLVED ARRESTMEANS AN ARREST THAT IS UNDERGOING AN
ACTIVE PENDING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OR TRIAL THAT HAS NOT YET
BEEN RESOLVED. AN ARREST HAS BEEN RESOLVED IF THE ARRESTEE WAS
RELEASED AND NO ACCUSATORY PLEADING WAS FILED CHARGING HIM OR
HER WITH AN OFFENSE, OR IF THE CHARGES HAVE BEEN DISMISSED OR
DISCHARGED BY THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY OR THE COURT.



§24-117 APPLICABILITY; ELIGIBLE HOUSING.

THIS ARTICLE SHALL APPLY TO ALL HOUSING PROVIDERS WITH
ELIGIBLE HOUSING AS DEFINED IN THIS ARTICLE AVAILABLE FOR RENT OR
LEASE LOCATED IN THE CITY OF FLINT.

§24-118 PROHIBITION ON HOUSING PROVIDER INQUIRING INTO CRIMINAL
CONVICTIONS OF APPLICANTS AND THEIR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS UNTIL
BEING INTERVIEWED OR QUALIFIED; BASIS FOR ADVERSE ACTION.

(A) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 24-119 OF THIS CODE, HOUSING
PROVIDERS SHALL NOT:

(1) INQUIRE ABOUT OR REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO DISCLOSE
CONVICTION HISTORY AS PART OF TENANT SCREENING PROCESS
UNTIL THE HOUSING PROVIDER:

A. HAS DETERMINED THE APPLICANT IS QUALIFIED TO
RENT THE HOUSING UNIT UNDER ALL OF THE HOUSING
PROVIDER'S CRITERIA NOT RELATED TO POTENTIAL PAST

CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS OR AN UNRESOLVED ARREST;
AND

B. HAS PROVIDED TO THE APPLICANT A CONDITIONAL
LEASE AGREEMENT THAT COMMITS THE UNIT TO THE
APPLICANT AS LONG AS THE APPLICANT PASSES THE
CONVICTION HISTORY REVIEW,

(2) BASE AN ADVERSE ACTION IN WHOLE OR IN PART:

A. ON AN UNRESOLVED ARREST OR AN ARREST NOT
LEADING TO A CONVICTION;

B. ON PARTICIPATION IN OR COMPLETION OF A DIVERSION
OR A DEFERRAL OF JUDGMENT PROGRAM;

C. ON A CONVICTION THAT HAS BEEN JUDICIALLY
DISMISSED, EXPUNGED, VOIDED, INVALIDATED OR
OTHERWISE RENDERED INOPERATIVE BY A COURT OF LAW
OR BY EXECUTIVE PARDON.

D. ON A CONVICTION OR ANY OTHER DETERMINATION OR
ADJUDICATION IN THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM, OR
INFORMATION REGARDING A MATTER CONSIDERED IN OR
PROCESSED THROUGH THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM;

E. ON A MISDEMEANOR CONVICTION THAT IS MORE THAN
FIVE THREE YEARS OLD, CALCULATED FROM THE DATE OF
SENTENCING; OR



F. ON INFORMATION PERTAINING TO AN OFFENSE OR
VIOLATION OTHER THAN A FELONY OR MISDEMEANOR,
SUCH AS A CIVIL INFRACTION.

(3) A HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL NOT INCLUDE QUESTIONS
REGARDING OR REQUIRE APPLICANTS TO DISCLOSE ON ANY
HOUSING APPLICATION THE FACTS OR DETAILS OF ANY
CONVICTION HISTORY OR ANY MATTER IDENTIFIED IN
SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION.

(B) IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF A HOUSING PROVIDER TO ENSURE
THAT ITS EMPLOYEES AND AGENTS COMPLY WITH THIS ARTICLE.

§24-119 EXCEPTIONS TO PROHIBITION.

(A) THIS ARTICLE DOES NOT LIMIT THE RIGHT OF A HOUSING PROVIDER
TO TAKE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

(1) CONDUCT CONVICTION HISTORY OR OBTAIN BACKGROUND
CHECK REPORTS ON APPLICANTS WHERE THERE IS A
STATUTORY DUTY TO DO SO; OR

(2) NOTIFY APPLICANTS THAT APPLICABLE LAWS, INCLUDING
THOSE SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION WILL
DISQUALIFY AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A PARTICULAR CONVICTION
HISTORY FROM ELIGIBILITY FOR TENANCY.

(B) REGARDING APPLICANTS AND THEIR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS, A
HOUSING PROVIDER MAY BASE AN ADVERSE ACTION IN WHOLE OR IN
PART ON DIRECTLY RELATED CONVICTIONS THAT INCLUDES ONE OR
MORE OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) ANY CONVICTION WHERE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITS

THE APPLICANT FROM BEING ELIGIBLE FOR PUBLIC HOUSING;
OR

(2) ANY CONVICTION_UNDER MCL 750.520B (CRIMINAL SEXUAL
CONDUCT IN THE FIRST DEGREE), 750.520C (CRIMINAL SEXUAL
CONDCUT IN THE SECOND DEGREE), 750.520D (CRIMINAL SEXUAL
CONDUCT IN THE THIRD DEGREE), 750.520E (CRIMINAL SEXUAL
CONDUCT IN THE FOURTH DEGREE), OR THAT OTHERWISE LEADS
TO THE APPLICANT BECOMING A LIFETIME REGISTERED SEX
OFFENDER; OR

(3) ANY CONVICTION FOR VIOLENT OR DRUG-RELATED FELONIES;
OR

(4) CONVICTION FOR FELONIES COMMITTED WITHIN THE LAST
FEN THREE YEARS OR IMPRISONMENT FOR FELONIES WITHIN
THE LAST ©HVE THREE YEARS; OR
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(5) ANY CONVICTION FOR CRIMES AGAINST LANDLORDS,
MANAGEMENT AGENTS, THEIR EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS, OR
OTHER TENANTS OR REAL PROPERTY; OR

(6) ANY CONVICTION OR PLEA TO ANY CRIME INVOLVING ARSON;
OR

(7) ANY CONVICTION OR PLEA TO ANY CRIME INVOLVING METAL

THEFT, VANDALIZING, OR OTHERWISE DAMAGING REAL
PROPERTY.

§24-120 PROCEDURES FOR USE OF EVIDENCE OF REHABILITATION OR OTHER

MITIGATING FACTORS IN HOUSING DECISIONS; REQUIREMENT FOR
INDIVIDUALIZED ASSESSMENT.

(A) CONSISTENT WITH THE PROCEDURES IN THIS SECTION AND
SUBJECT TO STATE AND FEDERAL LAW, A HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL
OFFER THE APPLICANT A REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT
EVIDENCE OF REHABILITATION OR OTHER MITIGATING FACTORS
RELATED TO CONVICTIONS WITHIN THE PREVIOUS FIVE THREE YEARS.

(B) IN REVIEWING AN APPLICANT'S CRIMINAL HISTORY AND MAKING A
DECISION RELATED TO ELIGIBLE HOUSING BASED ON SUCH HISTORY, A
HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED
ASSESSMENT, CONSIDERING ONLY:

(1) CONVICTIONS THAT WARRANT DENIAL BASED ON LOCAL,
STATE, OR FEDERAL LAW; AND

(2) TIME THAT HAS ELAPSED SINCE THE CONVICTION; AND

(3) WHETHER IT IS A DIRECTLY RELATED CONVICTION, AS
DEFINED IN SECTION 24-116 OF THIS CODE, THAT HAS DIRECT AND

SPECIFIC NEGATIVE BEARING ON THE SAFETY OF PERSONS OR
REAL PROPERTY; AND

4y ANY EVIDENCE OF INACCURACY OR EVIDENCE OF
REHABILITATION OR OTHER MITIGATING FACTORS PRESENTED
BY THE APPLICANT.

(C) IF A HOUSING PROVIDER INTENDS TO BASE AN ADVERSE ACTION
RELATED TO ELIGIBLE HOUSING ON AN ITEM OR ITEMS IN THE
APPLICANT'S CONVICTION HISTORY, PRIOR TO TAKING ANY ADVERSE
ACTION THE HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL PROVIDE THE APPLICANT
WITH A COPY OF THE BACKGROUND CHECK REPORT AND SHALL
NOTIFY THE APPLICANT OF THE PROSPECTIVE ADVERSE ACTION AND

THE ITEMS FORMING THE BASIS FOR THE PROSPECTIVE ADVERSE
ACTION.



(D) IF, WITHIN 14 CALENDAR DAYS OF THE DATE THAT THE NOTICE
DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION IS PROVIDED BY THE
HOUSING PROVIDER TO THE APPLICANT, THE APPLICANT GIVES THE
HOUSING PROVIDER NOTICE IN WRITING OF EVIDENCE OF THE
INACCURACY OF THE ITEM OR ITEMS OF CONVICTION HISTORY OR
EVIDENCE OF REHABILITATION OR OTHER MITIGATING FACTORS SET
FORTH IN THIS SECTION, THE HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL DELAY ANY
ADVERSE ACTION FOR A REASONABLE PERIOD OF NOT LESS THAN FIVE
CALENDAR DAYS AFTER RECEIPT OF THE INFORMATION. DURING THAT
TIME THE HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL RECONSIDER THE PROSPECTIVE
ADVERSE ACTION IN LIGHT OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE
APPLICANT OR POTENTIAL APPLICANT.

(E) THE HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL PROMPTLY NOTIFY THE APPLICANT
OF ANY FINAL ADVERSE ACTION BASED UPON THEIR CONVICTION
HISTORY OR CONTENTS OF THE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK.

(F) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY HOUSING PROVIDER TO ENGAGE
IN ANY COMMUNICATION, INCLUDING THE PRODUCTION OR
DISSEMINATION OF ADVERTISEMENTS, RELATED TO ELIGIBLE
HOUSING, WHICH EXPRESSES, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, THAT ANY
PERSON WITH AN ARREST OR CONVICTION RECORD WILL NOT BE
CONSIDERED FOR THE RENTAL OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY OR THAT
MAY NOT APPLY FOR THE RENTAL OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY,
EXCEPT AS REQUIRED BY LOCAL, STATE, OR FEDERAL LAW. FOR
PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION, ENGAGING IN A COMMUNICATION
INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, MAKING A VERBAL STATEMENT OR

PRODUCING OR DISSEMINATING ANY SOLICITATION, ADVERTISEMENT,
OR SIGNAGE.

§24-121 NOTICE AND POSTING REQUIREMENTS FOR HOUSING PROVIDERS.

(A) A HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL STATE IN ALL SOLICITATIONS OR
ADVERTISEMENTS FOR THE RENTAL OR LEASE OF ELIGIBLE HOUSING,
OR MADE ON THEIR BEHALF, THAT THE HOUSING PROVIDER SHALL
CONSIDER QUALIFIED APPLICANTS CONSISTENT WITH THIS ARTICLE.

THIS LANGUAGE SHALL INCLUDE, AT MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING
STATEMENT:

"THE RENTAL OR LEASE OF THIS PROPERTY MUST COMPLY WITH
CHAPTER 24, ARTICLE IV OF THE FLINT CITY CODE OF
ORDINANCES REGULATING THE USE OF CRIMINAL BACKGROUND
CHECKS AS PART OF THE TENANT SCREENING PROCESS TO
PROVIDE CITIZENS WITH CRIMINAL BACKGROUNDS A FAIR
OPPORTUNITY. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE
CONTACT THE CITY OF FLINT OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSPERSON."



(B) THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY SHALL PUBLISH AND MAKE
AVAILABLE TO HOUSING PROVIDERS, IN ALL LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY
MORE THAN FIVE PERCENT OF THE CITY'S POPULATION, A NOTICE
SUITABLE FOR POSTING THAT INFORMS APPLICANTS FOR ELIGIBLE
HOUSING OF THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THIS ARTICLE. THIS NOTICE SHALL
BE UPDATED ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1ST OF ANY YEAR WHEN THERE
IS A CHANGE IN THE LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY MORE THAN FIVE
PERCENT OF THE CITY'S POPULATION.

(C) IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SOLICITATIONS OR
ADVERTISEMENTS IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION, HOUSING
PROVIDERS SHALL POST A NOTICE PROMINENTLY ON THEIR WEBSITE
AND AT ANY LOCATION UNDER THEIR CONTROL THAT IS FREQUENTLY
VISITED BY APPLICANTS OR POTENTIAL APPLICANTS FOR THE RENTAL
OR LEASE OF ELIGIBLE HOUSING IN THE CITY. IN ADDITION, THIS
NOTICE SHALL BE AVAILABLE TO APPLICANTS IN HARD COPY AND
PROVIDED WITH AN APPLICATION. THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS IN
THIS SECTION SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION, WHICH MAY BE SUMMARIZED BY THE HOUSING
PROVIDER OR AVAILABLE FROM THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY
PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-127(A)(1) OF THIS CODE:

(1) A DESCRIPTION OF THOSE MATTERS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION
24-118 OF THIS CODE THAT MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE
HOUSING PROVIDER;

(2) A DESCRIPTION OF THE RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS
THAT SECTION 24-118 OF THIS CODE IMPOSES ON HOUSING
PROVIDERS WHEN INQUIRING ABOUT CONVICTION HISTORY IN
CONNECTION WITH AN APPLICATION FOR THE RENTAL OR LEASE
OF ELIGIBLE HOUSING IN THE CITY;

(3) THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND TIMELINE UNDER WHICH THE
APPLICANT OR POTENTIAL APPLICANT HAS A RIGHT TO PROVIDE
EVIDENCE OF REHABILITATION AND OTHER MITIGATING
FACTORS AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 24-120 OF THIS CODE; AND

(4) THE TELEPHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS, AND MAILING
ADDRESS OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY THAT THE APPLICANT
OR POTENTIAL APPLICANT MAY USE TO MAKE A REPORT WHERE
HE OR SHE BELIEVES THE HOUSING PROVIDER HAS VIOLATED

THIS ARTICLE IN THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH THE APPLICANT OR
POTENTIAL APPLICANT.

§24-122 HOUSING PROVIDER RECORDS.
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(A) UNLESS PROHIBITED BY FEDERAL OR STATE LAW, A HOUSING
PROVIDER SHALL MAINTAIN AND RETAIN RECORDS OF TENANT
APPLICATION FORMS, AND OTHER PERTINENT DATA AND RECORDS
REQUIRED UNDER THIS ARTICLE, FOR A MINIMUM OF ONE YEAR FROM
THE DATE OF APPLICATION, AND SHALL ALLOW THE ADMINISTERING
OR ENFORCING AGENCIES ACCESS TO SUCH RECORDS, WITH
APPROPRIATE NOTICE AND AT A MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TIME, TO

MONITOR OR VERIFY COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS
ARTICLE.

(B) AT NO TIME SHALL THE ADMINISTERING OR ENFORCING AGENCIES
REQUIRE A HOUSING PROVIDER TO PROVIDE THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY
INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTS, WHICH WOULD VIOLATE STATE OR
FEDERAL LAW, OR THIS CODE.

(C) WHERE A HOUSING PROVIDER DOES NOT MAINTAIN OR PROVIDE
ADEQUATE RECORDS DOCUMENTING COMPLIANCE WITH THIS
ARTICLE OR DOES NOT ALLOW REASONABLE ACCESS TO SUCH
RECORDS, THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER OR OTHER
CITY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO
PROVIDE ALL NON-FINANCIAL INFORMATION NECESSARY TO FULFILL
THE ADMINISTERING OR ENFORCING AGENCIES RESPONSIBILITIES
UNDER THIS ARTICLE SUBJECT TO CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIONS OF
THIS ARTICLE AND ALL APPLICABLE LAWS,

§24-123 EXERCISE OF PROTECTED RIGHTS; RETALIATION PROHIBITED.

(A) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR A HOUSING PROVIDER OR ANY OTHER
PERSON TO INTERFERE WITH, RESTRAIN, OR DENY THE EXERCISE OF,

OR THE ATTEMPT TO EXERCISE, ANY RIGHT PROVIDED UNDER THIS
ARTICLE.

(B) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR A HOUSING PROVIDER TO INTERRUPT,
TERMINATE, OR FAIL OR REFUSE TO INITIATE OR CONDUCT A
TRANSACTION INVOLVING THE RENTAL OR LEASE OF ELIGIBLE
HOUSING, INCLUDING FALSELY REPRESENTING THAT SUCH PROPERTY
IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL OR LEASE, OR OTHERWISE TAKE
ADVERSE ACTION AGAINST A PERSON IN RETALIATION FOR
EXERCISING RIGHTS PROTECTED UNDER THIS ARTICLE. SUCH RIGHTS
INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO:

(1) THE RIGHT TO FILE A COMPLAINT OR INFORM ANY PERSON
ABOUT A HOUSING PROVIDER'S ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THIS
ARTICLE;
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(2) THE RIGHT TO INFORM THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY ABOUT
A HOUSING PROVIDER'S ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE;

(3) THE RIGHT TO COOPERATE WITH THE ADMINISTERING OR
ENFORCING AGENCIES OR OTHER PERSONS IN THE
INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF ANY ALLEGED VIOLATION
OF THIS ARTICLE; OR

(4) THE RIGHT TO INFORM ANY PERSON OF HIS OR HER RIGHTS
UNDER THIS ARTICLE.

(C) PROTECTIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL APPLY TO ANY PERSON WHO

MISTAKENLY, BUT IN GOOD FAITH, ALLEGES VIOLATIONS OF THIS
ARTICLE.

(D) TAKING ADVERSE ACTION AGAINST A PERSON WITHIN 90 CALENDAR
DAYS OF THE EXERCISE OF ONE OR MORE OF THE RIGHTS DESCRIBED
IN THIS SECTION SHALL CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION IN THE
ADMINISTERING AGENCY'S INVESTIGATION THAT SUCH ADVERSE

ACTION WAS TAKEN IN RETALIATION FOR THE EXERCISE OF THOSE
RIGHTS.

§24-124 COMMUNITY OUTREACH.

(A) THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY MAY ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY-
BASED OUTREACH PROGRAM TO CONDUCT EDUCATION AND
OUTREACH TO APPLICANTS AND POTENTIAL APPLICANTS FOR
HOUSING REGARDING RIGHTS AND PROCEDURES UNDER THIS ARTICLE.
THE PROGRAM MAY BE TARGETED AT INDIVIDUALS OR COMMUNITIES
WHERE, IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY, THE
NEED FOR EDUCATION AND OUTREACH IS GREATEST.

(B) IN ESTABLISHING AN OUTREACH PROGRAM PURSUANT TO
SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION, THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY MAY
PARTNER WITH COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS. NOTHING IN
THIS SECTION SHALL PRECLUDE THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY, BY
CONTRACT OR GRANT, AND CONSISTENT WITH OTHER PROVISIONS OF
LOCAL LAWS, FROM ENGAGING THE SERVICES OF SUCH
ORGANIZATIONS IN ESTABLISHING SUCH COMMUNITY-BASED
OUTREACH PROGRAMS, PARTICIPATING IN SUCH PROGRAMS, OR
DEVELOPING MATERIALS FOR SUCH PROGRAMS. NOTHING IN THIS
SECTION SHALL PRECLUDE THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY FROM
COMBINING THE OUTREACH PROGRAMS REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION (A)

OF THIS SECTION WITH OTHER RELATED COMMUNITY OUTREACH
PROGRAMS.



§24-125 CONFIDENTIALITY

THE CITY SHALL KEEP CONFIDENTIAL, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY
APPLICABLE LAWS, ANY IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OR OTHER DATA
PERTAINING TO AN APPLICANT'S CRIMINAL HISTORY.

§24-126 IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES

(A) THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY SHALL INVESTIGATE COMPLAINTS
REGARDING A HOUSING PROVIDER'S ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THIS
ARTICLE. THE ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY MAY ENGAGE THIRD-PARTY
ASSISTANCE TO CONDUCT ITS INVESTIGATION.

(1) WHERE THE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY
DETERMINES THAT A VIOLATION HAS NOT OCCURRED, HE OR SHE
SHALL ISSUE A DETERMINATION THAT A HOUSING PROVIDER IS
NOT IN VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE. THIS DETERMINATION

SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE HOUSING PROVIDER AND THE
COMPLAINANT.

(2) WHERE THE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY
DETERMINES THAT A VIOLATION HAS OCCURRED, HE OR SHE
SHALL ISSUE A DETERMINATION THAT A HOUSING PROVIDER IS
IN VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE, PROVIDED, HOWEVER, FOR A
FIRST VIOLATION, OR FOR ANY VIOLATION DURING THE FIRST 12
MONTHS FOLLOWING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE,
THE DIRECTOR MUST ISSUE WARNINGS AND NOTICES TO
CORRECT, AND OFFER THE HOUSING PROVIDER TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE ON HOW TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THIS ARTICLE. FOR A SECOND VIOLATION, THE ADMINISTERING
AGENCY SHALL REFER ITS DETERMINATION FOR EACH
APPLICANT TO WHOM THE VIOLATION OCCURRED, OR IS
CONTINUING, TO THE ENFORCING AGENCY FOR ACTION, TO THE
HOUSING PROVIDER, AND TO THE COMPLAINANT.

(3) WHERE THE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY
DETERMINES THAT A VIOLATION HAS OCCURRED, HE OR SHE
SHALL FORWARD A COPY OF THE DETERMINATION TO THE
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION.

(B) THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY IS AUTHORIZED TO TAKE
APPROPRIATE STEPS TO ASSIST IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS
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ARTICLE, INCLUDING THE INVESTIGATION OF ANY POSSIBLE
VIOLATIONS OF THIS ARTICLE. THE ADMINISTERING OR ENFORCING
AGENCIES SHALL NOT FIND A VIOLATION BASED ON A HOUSING
PROVIDER'S DECISION THAT AN APPLICANT'S CONDUCT IS A DIRECTL.Y-
RELATED CONVICTION, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 24-116 OF THIS CODE,
UNLESS THE HOUSING PROVIDER FAILED TO CONDUCT THE

INDIVIDUALIZED ASSESSMENT AS REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 24-120 OF
THIS CODE.

(C) IF MULTIPLE APPLICANTS ARE IMPACTED BY THE SAME VIOLATION
AT THE SAME TIME, FOR EXAMPLE, ALL APPLICANTS FOR A CERTAIN
HOUSING UNIT ARE ASKED FOR THEIR CONVICTION HISTORY ON THE

INITIAL APPLICATION, EACH VIOLATION SHALL BE TREATED AS A
SEPARATE VIOLATION.

(d) INACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 41(K) OF THE MICHIGAN HOME RULE
CITIES ACT, BEING MCL 117.41(K), THE PENALTY UPON CONVICTION FOR
VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT
MORE THAN 90 DAYS OR A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $500.00, OR BOTH,
FOR EACH SUCH VIOLATION, IN THE DISCRETION OF THE COURT.

(E) AN APPLICANT OR POTENTIAL APPLICANT MAY REPORT TO THE
ADMINISTERING AGENCY ANY SUSPECTED VIOLATION OF THIS
ARTICLE WITHIN 60 CALENDAR DAYS OF THE DATE THE SUSPECTED
VIOLATION OCCURRED. THE CITY SHALL ENCOURAGE REPORTING
PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION BY KEEPING CONFIDENTIAL, TO THE
MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW; THE NAME AND
OTHER IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF THE APPLICANT OR POTENTIAL
APPLICANT REPORTING THE VIOLATION, PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT
WITH THE AUTHORIZATION OF SUCH PERSON, THE CITY MAY DISCLOSE
HIS OR HER NAME AND IDENTIFYING INFORMATION AS NECESSARY TO
ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE OR FOR OTHER APPROPRIATE PURPOSES,
WHICH SHALL INCLUDE ENABLING THE HOUSING PROVIDER TO

RESPOND TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION AS PART OF AN INVESTIGATION
BY THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY.

§24-127 IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT; ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND
ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(A) WITHIN 120 CALENDAR DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS
ARTICLE, THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY SHALL PROMULGATE
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES PURSUANT TO SECTION 1-801 OF THE FLINT

CITY CHARTER. THESE RULES SHALL INCLUDE, AT MINIMUM,
PROCEDURES FOR THE FOLLOWING:
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(1) PREPARING STANDARDIZED LANGUAGE FOR THE NOTICE IN
SECTION 24-121(C) OF THIS CODE THAT HOUSING PROVIDERS MAY
USE TO SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THAT SUBSECTION.

(2) TIMEFRAME AND PROCESS, INCLUDING NOTIFICATION, FOR
THE FOLLOWING:

A. TO HOUSING PROVIDERS THAT A COMPLAINT HAS BEEN
FILED ALLEGING VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE AND THAT
AN INVESTIGATION WILL OCCUR;

B. TO PROVIDE THE HOUSING PROVIDER A RIGHT TO
RESPOND TO THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE COMPLAINT;

C. TO OBTAIN VERIFICATION FROM THE BUILDING &
SAFETY INSPECTIONS DIVISION THAT THE ELIGIBLE
HOUSING IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE REGISTRATION OF
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 24-4, ET SEQ. OF THIS CODE;

D. TO OBTAIN VERIFICATION FROM THE BUILDING &
SAFETY INSPECTIONS DIVISION THAT THE ELIGIBLE
HOUSING HAS A VALID CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE
REQUIRED BY SECTION 24-4, ET SEQ. OF THIS CODE OR BY
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THIS CODE;

E. RECEIPT AND CONSIDERATION BY THE ADMINISTERING
AGENCY OF ANY RESPONSE AND SUPPORTING
INFORMATION FROM A HOUSING PROVIDER REGARDING
THE ALLEGED VIOLATION; AND

F. DISSEMINATION OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY'S
DETERMINATION OF WHETHER AN ALLEGED VIOLATION IN
THE COMPLAINT WAS SUBSTANTIATED TO THE HOUSING
PROVIDER AND COMPLAINANT. IF A VIOLATION IS
SUBSTANTIATED, DISSEMINATION TO THE ENFORCING
AGENCY AND MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS.

(B) THE ADMINISTERING AND ENFORCING AGENCIES SHALL PREPARE
AND JOINTLY SUBMIT AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE MAYOR AND CITY
COUNCIL THAT INCLUDES, AT A MINIMUM, THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION FOR THE PRECEDING YEAR:

(1) THE NUMBER AND TYPES OF COMPLAINTS RECEIVED
ALLEGING VIOLATIONS OF THIS ARTICLE;

(2) THE NUMBER AND TYPES OF VIOLATIONS OF THIS ARTICLE
REPRESENTED BY THE NUMBER OF DETERMINATIONS ISSUED BY
THE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY
SUBSTANTIATING THE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS;
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3) THE NUMBER AND TYPES OF VIOLATIONS OF THIS ARTICLE
REPRESENTED BY THE NUMBER OF DETERMINATIONS ISSUED BY
THE, DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTERING AGENCY WHERE THE
ALLEGATIONS OF VIOLATIONS OF THIS ARTICLE WERE
UNSUBSTANTIATED;

(4) THE NUMBER AND TYPLES OF DETERMINATIONS FORWARDED
TO THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS;

(5) THE NUMBER AND TYPES OF TICKETS BY THE ENFORCING
AGENCY;

(6) DATA REGARDING THE JUDICIAL DISPOSITION OF TICKETS
ISSUED BY THE ENFORCING AGENCY ITEMIZING THE NUMBER
OF DISMISSALS, CONVICTIONS OR PLFA ARRANGEMENTS,
INCLUDING THE PENALTIES ASSESSED; AND

(7) THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION AND
ADMINISTRATION OF THIS ARTICLE.

Sec. 2. This Ordinance shall become eftective this ~ day of L2024,
A.D.
Adopted this day of L2024, AD.
FOR THE CITY:
For the City Council Sheldon A. Neeley, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

JoAnne Gurley, Chief Legal Officer



